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INTRODUCTION TO 2 PETER 1
THERE ARE PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE THAT SEEM TO HAVE BEEN TAILOR-MADE
FOR THE NEEDS OF GOD'S LAST-DAY PEOPLE. SECOND PETER SUMMARIZES THE
MESSAGE OF ALL SIXTY-SIX BOOKS OF THE BIBLE--THAT GOD IS WORTHY OF MAN'S
ADMIRATION AND TRUST--IN A WAY THAT IS PARTICULARLY HELPFUL TO BELIEVERS
LIVING JUST PRIOR TO CHRIST'S SECOND COMING.
ELLEN WHITE WAS FASCINATED WITH PETER'S SECOND EPISTLE. SHE LOVED ITS
OPTIMISM AND OFTEN USED IT AS A TOUCHSTONE FOR LETTERS, SERMONS, AND
ARTICLES. OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO HER WAS THE CLEAR HELP 2 PETER PROVIDED IN
THE AREA OF CHILD GUIDANCE.
WE LIVE IN AN AGE WHEN MANY INDIVIDUALS ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE VALUE OF
CHRISTIANITY. AND THIS SKEPTICISM GOES LARGELY UNCHECKED BECAUSE MOST
FORMS OF CHRISTIANITY DO NOT HOLD OUT MUCH HOPE TO THE INDIVIDUAL WHO
WISHES TO EXPERIENCE REAL CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN THIS LIFE,
IN THE HERE AND NOW.
BUT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS ARE DIFFERENT. THEY REJOICE IN THE
POSSIBILITY OF DAILY CHANGE AFTER THE LIKENESS OF JESUS. FURTHER, THEY
BELIEVE NOT ONLY THAT THIS GROWTH HAS TO DO WITH THE SOUL BUT THAT IT IS
REFLECTED IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIVING, WHETHER HEALTH, EDUCATION, CITIZENSHIP,
OR PARENTING. THEY REFER TO THIS RENEWAL AND GROWTH PROCESS AS
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.
SOMETIMES NONBELIEVING FRIENDS INTERPRET THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
EMPHASIS ON CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AS LEGALISM AND A SYSTEM OF
SALVATION BY WORKS. BUT ADVENTISTS HAVE A REALISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF
MAN'S GRAVE LIMITATIONS. CONSEQUENTLY, THEIR OPTIMISM HAS NOT TO DO WITH
THEIR OWN ABILITY TO CHANGE AND GROW; IT HAS TO DO WITH GOD'S ABILITY TO
RESTORE HIS CREATURES, WHICH IS SO CLEARLY DOCUMENTED IN SUCH PASSAGES
AS 2 PETER 1.
GOD NEVER MAKES CLAIMS WITHOUT PROVIDING EVIDENCE, AND HE HAS ALWAYS
SOUGHT TO HAVE A PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES WOULD DEMONSTRATE THE WISDOM OF
HIS VALUES. SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS BELIEVE THAT GOD HAS CALLED THEM TO
LIVE THE MESSAGE THEY PREACH, AND SO DEMONSTRATE ITS EFFECTIVENESS FOR
RENEWAL IN THIS LIFE. THE LIFE STYLES OF GOD'S REMNANT PEOPLE ARE TO
ILLUSTRATE WHAT GOD WILL DO FOR ALL MEN AND WOMEN OF FAITH.
IN HER COMMENTS ON 2 PETER, ELLEN WHITE REFERS TO GOD'S OFFER TO
RESTORE HIS IMAGE IN BELIEVERS AS "AN ETERNAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICY." GOD'S
PROPHET WAS SURELY ANTICIPATING WORLD CONDITIONS TODAY. SITUATIONS,
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND MATERIAL THINGS THAT HAVE PROVIDED SECURITY FOR YEARS
ARE NOW BREAKING UP, LEAVING PEOPLE CLAMORING FOR SOMETHING EFFECTIVE
AND LASTING TO CLING TO. SURELY THIS IS AN AGE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR A CHURCH
THAT IS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT GOD'S ABILITY TO BRING ORDER, PEACE, AND PERSONAL
GROWTH AND FULFILLMENT TO INDIVIDUALS RIGHT HERE AND NOW.
WE MAY NOT KNOW THE INTRICACIES OF GOD'S METHOD OF REDEEMING MEN AND
WOMEN. BUT LIKE PATIENTS WHO TRUST THEMSELVES TO COMPLEX PROCEDURES
UNDERSTOOD ONLY BY THEIR PHYSICIAN, ADVENTISTS TRUST IN GOD'S ABILITY TO
RESTORE HIS IMAGE PERFECTLY IN HUMAN BEINGS.
EACH MINUTE WE ARE BECOMING MORE LIKE THE GOD WE WORSHIP. PETER
OFFERS US A PICTURE OF A GRACIOUS GOD, ONE WHO STANDS READY TO FILL OUR
LIVES WITH MEANING. HE REVEALS A GOD OF GROWTH AND FULFILLMENT. ELLEN
WHITE DRAWS ON PETER'S LIFE. IN WHAT FOLLOWS, SHE OFFERS PRACTICAL
GUIDANCE FOR TRAINING CHILDREN.

PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED MATERIAL FROM THE PEN OF ELLEN WHITE IS ALWAYS
EXCITING TO DISCOVER. SINCE MANY OF THE FOLLOWING SELECTIONS HAVE NOT
BEEN READILY AVAILABLE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS, THE READER WILL BE
DELIGHTED TO SEE NEW CONCEPTS AND EMPHASES GIVEN TO BASIC PROBLEMS IN
THE AREAS OF PARENTING AND TEACHING. SUCH TOPICS AS DISCIPLINE, HOME
EDUCATION, AND INSTILLING IMAGINATIVE RELIGIOUS FAITH IN CHILDREN ARE DEALT
WITH IN A WAY THAT PROVIDES PRACTICAL, USABLE GUIDELINES, AS WELL AS
PERSONAL INSPIRATION. OF COURSE, NO STUDY OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH WOULD BE
COMPREHENSIVE WITHOUT THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES CHAPTER ON 2 PETER 1,
WHICH IS REPRINTED HERE FOR THE READER'S CONVENIENCE.

WESTERN NORMAL INSTITUTE ADDRESS
PREVIEW
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE ADVANTAGES THAT A CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION HAS OVER A SECULAR ONE? WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW HOW ELLEN
WHITE WOULD APPROACH THE SUBJECT? NEAR THE BEGINNING OF THIS ADDRESS TO
THE YOUNG PEOPLE, SHE SAYS, "IT IS THE PURPOSE OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS TO TEACH STUDENTS HOW THEY MAY BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE
NATURE." AT FIRST GLANCE THIS DESCRIPTION MAY SOUND MORE APPROPRIATE TO
ONE OF THE ORIENTAL RELIGIONS CURRENTLY SWEEPING THE WORLD. WHAT DOES
IT MEAN TO BE A PARTAKER OF DIVINE NATURE?
GOD DOES NOT WISH TO ABSORB HIS CREATURES INTO HIMSELF LIKE WATER INTO
A SPONGE. INSTEAD, HE WANTS TO SEE THEM DEVELOP AND GROW AS INDIVIDUALS
FROM THEIR EARLIEST YEARS. THE UNIQUE FEATURE OF ADVENTIST CHRISTIANITY IS
ITS EMPHASIS ON GOD'S RESPECT FOR THE INDIVIDUAL. ELLEN WHITE REMINDS US
THAT WE THINK TOO NARROWLY ABOUT GOD'S SACRIFICE OF HIS OWN SON. IT
WASN'T JUST A MATTER OF PAYING A DEBT FOR THE SINS OF THE HUMAN FAMILY.
JESUS' LIFE DEMONSTRATED GOD'S IDEALS FOR HIS CREATURES. JESUS' MINISTRY
FOCUSED ON REVEALING WHAT MEN AND WOMEN COULD BECOME AS CHILDREN OF
GOD, PARTICULARLY IF THEY WERE TAUGHT TO RESPOND TO HIS GRACE AT A YOUNG
AGE.
IN WHAT FOLLOWS, ELLEN WHITE IS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
AFTER THE MODEL OF CHRIST. SHE DESCRIBES THE INDIVIDUAL'S GROWTH PROCESS
AS A "PLAN OF ADDITION." AND SHE REFERS TO GOD'S ABILITY TO HELP US REALIZE
THE GOAL OF CHRISTLIKENESS AS "AN ETERNAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICY."
Address
I am glad to see so many before me this morning. I desire that every one of you shall be so
related to God that everything you do here shall be done as viewing Him who is invisible. You can
keep your minds fixed upon God. Every one of you must individually form a character after the
divine similitude.
A Choice
I do not know how many of you have made a profession of Christianity, but I trust that while
you are here as students you will all give careful thought to this subject. You can choose whether
you will have a hope that is confirmed in Jesus Christ, whether you will during your attendance at
this school seek to prepare yourselves for the kingdom of God. In order to make it possible for
you to have this advantage, Jesus Christ has given His precious life. If you do not avail
yourselves of the privileges thus purchased for you, if through Christ you do not become
partakers of the divine nature, you will in the day of final reckoning be found without excuse.
Schools separate from the world
Why do we have schools separate from the schools of the world? It is that our youth may
receive an education in right lines, that they may understand what is involved in the great
sacrifice that has been made in behalf of fallen humanity. "God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." And the believer in Christ becomes a partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. As it has been presented to me, it is the purpose of our
educational institutions to teach students how they may be partakers of the divine nature. This
instruction is not to be passed by as of secondary importance. The value of the education
received depends upon how the student relates himself to this subject.
In our behalf Christ has made a tremendous sacrifice. He laid aside His royal crown, He laid
aside His royal robe, and came to this world, born of humble parentage. Many were not attracted
by the humility of His life, and He was despised and rejected of men. He suffered persecution,
until at length He was crucified and died a shameful death. What does this mean to us? He came
as the Saviour of every sinner that will accept of the divine sacrifice. He united in Himself divinity
and humanity, that He might be the connecting link between fallen man and the Father. But will
men accept of the conditions? Who of you will become partakers of the divine nature? There
should be no delay in accepting Christ.

Importance of influence
You will be subject to temptations here. There are brought together here many of various
ideas and temperaments. You have come from homes where you have received different molds
of thought and education. Unless you are partakers of the divine nature, there is danger that you
will lead one another to forgetfulness of God. It were better for you to have your right hand cut off
than that you should lead one soul in a wrong direction. In your education, seek for those
principles that will help you to form the best possible characters in this life, thus fitting yourselves
for the future, eternal life.
Now I will read a portion of the first chapter of second Peter. Notice who are addressed: it is
those who have obtained something: "Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to
them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ."
Character and future destiny
"The righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," this is our dependence. Through
the merits of Jesus, you can be made clean and white in character, if you consecrate yourselves
to Him, with a determined purpose that right here in this school you will live a Christian life. You
are now forming characters that will determine your future destiny, for life or for death. If there are
those here that have never taken hold of Christ by living faith, I entreat of you to do this at the
earliest possible moment; for you will suffer great loss if you neglect this.
"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you." How, through your ignorance; through your acting
like the world?-- "Through the knowledge." Now here is a knowledge that is worth more than
silver or gold or precious stones. It is the "knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord."
Preparing the children
"According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness." Then if you are lost, you will be left without excuse. The time is coming when your
parents, if they have purified their lives by obeying the truth, will come up to the gates of the city
of God, and the gates will open before them. Are their children preparing to enter with them? If
the parents have worked out their own salvation with fear and trembling, if they have in the fear of
God tried to help their children, their work will be accepted. But perhaps their children have
refused to be helped, and have chosen to follow their own inclinations. Will you not, as young
people, act in harmony with the knowledge that you have received, and join the army of believers
to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling?
Universal call
"According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue." Every one of you
is called. Will you obey the call?
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust." If
you try to fulfill the Word, if you seek to do the will of God, you will have divine help.
Cultivation of Christian principles
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue" -a virtuous character--"and to
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance" -temperance in eating and in drinking --"and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity" -love.
"For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he
was purged from his old sins.
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall:
"For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:1-11).
Eternal life-insurance policy
Here is a promise that is for every one of you. If you live on the plan of addition, adding grace
to grace, you are growing up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and you may find in this
promise an eternal life-insurance policy. This is a promise that will stand the test. It is worth far

more than any life-insurance policy that can be purchased with money. It is a policy that has been
provided by God Himself in giving His only beloved Son that through belief in Him, through
accepting of His great sacrifice, you may obtain everlasting life. Having gained the victory, you
may enter in through the gates of the city of God, and receive an immortal crown.
"Wherefore," says the apostle, "I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth." Our profession of
Christianity will not save us. We must be Christlike.
Plan of addition
I desire that everyone in this school should form a character after the divine similitude, that
you shall live upon the plan of addition, adding grace to grace. As you do this, you will be helping
someone else. You will be giving an example that will be a help to those that are around you. You
cannot afford to lose your interest in the great life-insurance policy.
There are here in this school young people of various character. There are some here of a
light and trifling disposition, some who give very little heed to where they are standing spiritually.
But we desire you to become decidedly in earnest in regard to your soul's salvation; for it means
everything to you. And it means much to the school, how you shall conduct yourselves. If you will
determine to lay aside all folly, all vanity, and all frivolity, you will thus be helping to elevate this
school to the position that God would have it occupy. You cannot afford to follow the inclinations
of your own unconverted minds, and not try to obtain the victory that has been made possible for
you through the sacrifice of Christ. We trust that you may see the King in His beauty.
Challenge to live consistent lives
You will doubtless have difficulties to meet, but these difficulties are allowed to come to you,
that by overcoming them you may be strengthened to take up the work of God. There is
missionary work to be done by everyone connected with this school. Through the grace of God,
we are to reveal that we are overcomers by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of our
testimony. Will you not, by living consistent lives, show that you are living on the plan of addition?
I feel an intense desire that you shall put away all frivolity. Study your Bibles. Read over and
over the wonderful lessons that Christ has given to animate you, to strengthen you, and to aid
you in spiritual growth. Why, it is a wonderful thing to escape the corruptions that are in the world
through lust; yet that is possible if you will comply with the conditions. It rests with you whether or
not you will do it. You may have to face grave difficulties, but it is your privilege to be so grounded
in the truth that not even the severest persecution can turn you aside from it.
Daily faith needed
What we need is a daily, living experience in the benefits to be derived by obedience to God.
We are to encourage faith, to live by faith. This is our privilege, and if we do, then it is not in vain
that Christ laid aside His kingly honors and came to this world to suffer and die. He will look upon
the purchase of His blood, and will be satisfied. In that day the redeemed will cast their glittering
crowns at the feet of their Saviour, and all heaven will ring with songs of praise. May we all be
partakers of the divine nature, and be overcomers. I have tried to speak these words for your
benefit, and now I will leave you to study this chapter for yourselves. May the blessing of the Lord
rest upon you in the work you have to do is my desire and prayer. (Manuscript 103, 1909. An
address before the students and faculty of the Western Normal Institute, Lodi, California,
November 7, 1909.)

"And Beside This"
Preview
HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED HOW PETER CHOSE THE EIGHT CHRISTIAN
CHARACTERISTICS LISTED IN 2 PETER 1:5-7? IT'S INTERESTING TO NOTE THE APOSTLE
PAUL'S INFLUENCE (SEE GAL. 5:22, 23) IN PETER'S LIST: STEADFASTNESS, SELFCONTROL, KNOWLEDGE. NOTICE 2 PETER 3:14-16. THERE IS A LESSON HERE FOR US.
PETER, WHO HAD ONCE BEEN OPENLY CRITICAL OF PAUL, WAS NOW HIS FRIEND AND
ADMIRER.
SECOND PETER IS AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL BOOK. PETER'S ADVICE IS APPEALING
PRECISELY BECAUSE HE HAD LIVED IT HIMSELF. IN THIS CURRENT SELECTION, ELLEN
WHITE DEVELOPS EACH VIRTUE IN THIS FAMOUS LADDER OF CHRISTIAN PROGRESS.
YOU WILL SEE EACH CHARACTERISTIC APPLIED PRACTICALLY.
PERHAPS NOWHERE ELSE IN THE BIBLE DO WE HAVE SUCH A COMPREHENSIVE
SUMMARY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT. ELLEN WHITE IS
CAREFUL NOT TO MAKE PETER'S COUNSEL INTO A FORMULA TO BE MASTERED BY
FORCE OF WILL. INSTEAD, EACH VIRTUE IS DEALT WITH AS AN ASPECT OF
PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT. ELLEN WHITE'S COMMENTS REPRESENT A NUTSHELL
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESS OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT OR OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF ADVENTIST CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION.
Sermon
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that
he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ" (2 Peter 1:5-11).
Divine strength imparted
The apostle has presented before us the importance of making continual advancement in the
Christian life. There is no excuse for our lack of spiritual understanding. The successive steps in
the path of progress are stated in the exhortation of the text, and we must take these steps if we
fulfill the requirement of God, and become fitted for the heavenly courts. The work of progress is
not left wholly dependent on our weak human efforts; but as we endeavor to walk in the footsteps
of the Redeemer, divine strength will be imparted, that the righteousness of the law may be
fulfilled in us. Help has been laid upon One who is mighty to save, and as we strive to add these
virtues, He will multiply grace, according to our need, from His own divine sufficiency.
Faith, the first round
Round two: Virtue
Faith is the first round in the ladder of advancement. Without faith it is impossible to please
God. But many stop on this round, and never ascend higher. They seem to think that when they
have professed Christ, when their names are on the church record, their work is completed. Faith
is essential; but the inspired word says, "Add to your faith virtue." Those who are seeking for
eternal life, and a home in the kingdom of God, must lay for their character building the
foundation of virtue. Jesus must be the chief cornerstone. The things that defile the soul must be
banished from the mind and life. When temptations are presented, they must be resisted in the
strength of Christ. The virtue of the spotless Lamb of God must be woven into the character till
the soul can stand in its integrity. "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you."
Example of Joseph
The young Christian will have severe tests and temptations. Satan will not permit you to leave
his banner of darkness to march under the bloodstained banner of Prince Immanuel, without
making an effort to retain you in his service. He will present every attraction to cause you to leave
the narrow road that leads to eternal life; but you must stand like a faithful soldier of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Joseph is an example of how the youth may stand unspotted, amid the evil of the

world, and add to their faith, virtue. Though a captive in a strange land, far from the restraints of
home, he kept the fear of God before him, and when he was sorely tempted to indulge in evil, he
exclaimed, "How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" The grace of God
enabled him to resist the tempter. He was cast into prison, because of his steadfastness of
purpose to keep the commandments of God. But prison walls could not shut out the light of
Heaven's favor, nor hinder his advancement in the divine life; for "the Lord was with Joseph, and
shewed him mercy." And the Lord will be with every soul who adds the precious grace of virtue,
and who fears to transgress the law of Heaven.
Belief and patience
Joseph did not complain at his lot, nor question why the Lord permitted him to suffer for
righteousness' sake. He did not allow any cloud of despondency to settle upon his heart. He
believed in God, and patiently waited for his salvation. He determined that this affliction should
serve as an occasion to glorify God and benefit his associates. He did not cease his efforts
toward perfection of character. He forgot his sorrow in seeking to lighten the sorrows of others,
and the prisoners saw that the Lord was with Joseph. When he had borne the proving of the
furnace, the Lord brought him out of the gloomy cell, and exalted him to a position next to the king
of Egypt. Those who honor God will be honored by Him.
Had Joseph wavered and fallen under the first temptation, his strength would have been
insufficient for the second test. It is important that we do not take a wrong step in any direction;
for it is very unprofitable to us. Whatever it may cost you, add to your faith, virtue. The greatest
earthly loss will prove eternal gain if this is accomplished. If we use our powers unwisely, for the
gratification of sinful desires, we cannot attain to the exaltation of character to which God would
have us attain. We rob God of the service we should render, and fail to accomplish the good that
we owe to our fellow men. If we give ourselves to Christ, He will become our helper. Poor and
sinful and dependent, He will wash us in His own blood, put His Spirit within us, and make us to
reflect His image.
Every moment of our lives is intensely real, and charged with solemn responsibilities.
Ignorance will be no excuse for lack of
Round three: Knowledge
Benefits from associating with Christ spiritual understanding and attainment; for we are
exhorted to add to virtue, knowledge. Many are very ignorant of Bible truth, and they do not
realize the duty and necessity of becoming intelligent Christians. The disciples learned of Jesus,
and men perceived the benefits of His association and service, as they saw the change in these
men. The uncultured fishermen became men of refinement and ability; and the lessons that they
were privileged to learn are written for our admonition and instruction. We are invited to become
learners in the school of Christ. We need to acquire all the knowledge possible. We cannot afford
to be ignorant of the things that pertain to our eternal welfare. If all would cease gossip and evil
communication, devoting the time to contemplation of Christ and the plan of salvation, they would
add the knowledge essential to a growth in grace. We are to add knowledge from "whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report." God wants
us to understand why He has placed us in the world, and given us the sacred burden of life to
bear. He would have us develop the faculties of mind and body, that we may be a blessing to
those around us, and that His glory may be reflected from us to the world. It is not His will that our
powers should be bound up in torpid stupidity and ignorance. "God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all."
Round four: Temperance
"And to knowledge temperance." This is the . . . [fourth] step in the path toward perfection of
character. On every side there is indulgence and dissipation, and the result is degeneration and
corruption. The inhabitants of our earth are depreciating in mental, moral, and physical power,
because of the intemperate habits of society. Appetite, passion, and love of display are carrying
the multitudes into the greatest excesses and extravagance. Temptations present themselves on
every hand, not only in places of vice but also in the homes of our land. Our tables are spread
with little regard for health or morality, and the cravings of perverted appetite are indulged, to the
detriment of physical and mental strength. The people of God must take an opposite course from

the world. They must take up the warfare against these sinful practices, deny appetite, and keep
the lower nature in subjection. Said the great apostle, "I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway."
Importance of healthful diet
God has given us the fruits and grains of the earth for food, that we might have unfevered
blood, calm nerves, and clear minds. The stimulating diet and drink of this day are not conducive
to the best state of health. Tea, coffee, and tobacco are all stimulating, and contain poisons. They
are not only unnecessary, but harmful, and should be discarded if we would add to knowledge,
temperance. We should live by "every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." It is for us
to "search the scriptures," and bring our habits into harmony with the instruction of the Bible. We
are admonished, "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God."
Round five: Patience
"And to temperance patience." The need of becoming temperate is made manifest as we try to
take this step. It is next to an impossibility for an intemperate person to be patient. We should
make decided efforts to be on the right side in every matter. We are on a battleground, and Satan
is striving for our souls. No impatient man or woman will ever enter into the courts of heaven. We
must not allow the natural feelings to control our judgment. Many are quickly irritated, and their
words are sharp and bitter. They wound the hearts of those about them, and make it apparent
that the Spirit of Christ is not abiding in their souls. The grace of Christ will bring the peace of God
into your homes; but many who profess the truth do not seem to realize that it is an essential part
of religion to become meek and lowly, tenderhearted and forbearing.
Peace in the home
Is there anything desirable in impatience? The loud, harsh complaint, the fretful, faultfinding
spirit, are evidences of a narrow, conceited mind. Impatience brings strife and accusation and
sorrow; but patience pours the balm of peace and love into the experiences of the home life.
When we exercise the precious grace of patience toward others, they will reflect our spirit, and we
shall gather with Christ. Patience will seek for unity in the church, in the family, and in the
community. This grace must be woven into our lives. Everyone should mount this round of
progress, and add to faith, virtue, and temperance, the grace of patience.
Round six: Godliness
Beauty of religion in the home
"And to patience godliness." Godliness is the fruit of Christian character. If we abide in the
Vine, we shall bear the fruits of the Spirit. The life of the Vine will manifest itself through the
branches. We must have a close and intimate connection with heaven, if we bear the grace of
godliness. Jesus must be a guest in our homes, a member of our households, if we reflect His
image and show that we are sons and daughters of the Most High. Religion is a beautiful thing in
the home. If the Lord abides with us, we shall feel that we are members of Christ's family in
heaven. We shall realize that angels are watching us, and our manners will be gentle and
forbearing. We shall be fitting up for an entrance into the courts of heaven, by cultivating courtesy
and godliness. Our conversation will be holy, and our thoughts will be upon heavenly things.
Round seven: Brotherly kindness--the example of Enoch
Earthly home fits for heaven
Enoch walked with God. He honored God in every affair of life. In his home and in his
business, he inquired, "Will this be acceptable to the Lord?" And by remembering God, and
following His counsel, he was transformed in character, and became a godly man, whose ways
pleased the Lord. We are exhorted to add to godliness, brotherly kindness. O how much we need
to take this step, to add this quality to our characters! In many of our homes there is a hard,
combative spirit manifested. Critical words and unkind actions are offensive to God. Dictatorial
commands and haughty, overbearing manners are not acceptable to Heaven. The reason there
are so many differences existing between brethren is that they have failed to add brotherly
kindness. We should have that love for others that Christ has had for us. A man is estimated at
his true value by the Lord of heaven. If he is unkind in his earthly home, he is unfit for the
heavenly home. If he will have his own way, no matter whom it grieves, he would not be content
in heaven, unless he could rule there.

Round eight: Love
The love of Christ must control our hearts, and the peace of God will abide in our homes. Seek
God with a broken and contrite spirit, and you will be melted with compassion toward your
brethren. You will be prepared to add to brotherly kindness, charity, or love. Without charity we
will become "as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." Our highest professions are hollow and
insincere; but "love is the fulfilling of the law." We shall be found wanting, if we do not add charity
that suffereth long and is kind, that vaunteth not itself, that seeketh not her own.
Heaven brought nearer
Will it make us miserable to follow this plan of Christian progression?--No. It will bring heaven
nearer to us. We may have the sweet peace and consolation of God in doing this work. These
steps will take us into the atmosphere of heaven; for as God sees His children seeking to carry
out His instruction in their habits and thoughts, He multiplies grace, and gives them that wisdom
that cometh down from above, that is "first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits."
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall" (2 Peter 1:10). (Review and Herald, February 21, 1888.
Sermon at Christiana, Norway, October 6, 1886.)

Sermon at Petaluma, California,
Campground
Preview
COMMENTING ON PETER'S LADDER OF CHRISTIAN VIRTUES (2 PETER 1:5-7), ELLEN
WHITE SAYS, "IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE WE ARE TO WORK UPON THE PLAN OF ADDITION
IF WE ARE FAITHFUL IN WORKING ON THIS PLAN, GOD WORKS FOR US ON THE PLAN
OF MULTIPLICATION." (ITALICS SUPPLIED.) HERE GOD'S PROPHET IS REFLECTING
HEAVEN'S OPTIMISM ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE AND GROWTH IN HUMAN
BEINGS. GOD STANDS READY TO DO HIS PART, BUT "GOD IS WATCHING INTENTLY TO
SEE WHAT KIND OF TIMBERS PARENTS AND CHILDREN PUT INTO THEIR CHARACTER
BUILDING."
DID YOU KNOW THAT BEFORE CHRIST CAME TO EARTH TO REPRESENT THE
FATHER, SATAN WAS ACTUALLY CONVINCED THAT THE WHOLE WORLD WOULD
EVENTUALLY JOIN HIM? AND HE HAD PLENTY OF EVIDENCE UPON WHICH TO BASE
THIS BELIEF. SATAN HAD SUBTLY CONVINCED MOST MEN AND WOMEN THAT GOD'S
LAW WAS UNREASONABLE AND IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP. AND THOSE WHO DID TRY TO
OBEY MADE THE LAW A BURDEN, AND BY SO DOING MISREPRESENTED GOD. THEN
JESUS CAME AS LIVING LAW: HIS LIFE CONTRASTED MARKEDLY WITH LAWLESS
INDIVIDUALS ON THE ONE HAND, AND LEGALISTS ON THE OTHER. IN THIS SELECTION
ELLEN WHITE SUGGESTS THAT A CHRISTIAN LIFE, IMAGINATIVELY LIVED, WILL REVEAL
THE WISDOM OF GOD'S LAW.
SECOND PETER 1 SUMMARIZES THE EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE SEVENTHDAY ADVENTIST CHURCH. ADVENTISTS DEFINE EDUCATION AS A PROCESS OF
PREPARING FOR SERVICE IN HEAVEN, AS WELL AS FOR SERVICE IN THIS PRESENT
WORLD. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE PHILOSOPHY OF DISCIPLINE, THE
IDEAS ON THE PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN, REVEAL ONE'S FITNESS FOR HEAVEN. IN
THIS READING ELLEN WHITE DEVELOPS A RELATED POINT: THE ROLE FACIAL
EXPRESSIONS PLAY IN EDUCATING AND DISCIPLINING CHILDREN.
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE MATERIAL ON TEMPERANCE IN THIS SELECTION. NOTE,
FOR INSTANCE: "WE ARE TO PRACTICE TEMPERANCE ON EVERY POINT [WHY?]; FOR
WE NEED ALL THE BRAIN NERVE-POWER THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR US TO HAVE IN
ORDER THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO RESIST SATAN'S TEMPTATIONS." IT IS TYPICAL OF
ELLEN WHITE TO MAKE A POSITIVE CASE FOR CHRISTIAN STANDARDS AND VIRTUES.
HERE WE SEE HER ENTHUSIASM, REGARDING KEEN MINDS AND REFINED REASONING
ABILITIES, OFFERED IN SUPPORT OF BEING TEMPERATE.
Sermon
"Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like
precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: grace and
peace be multiplied [notice this expression; we shall refer to it again] unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all
things [nothing is withheld] that pertain unto life [eternal life] and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises" -mark carefully the language, because in the judgment every
person who has ever had the privilege of hearing or reading these words will be held accountable
for the way in which he has received them--"whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature" -partakers of divine
power, divine grace, divine possibilities.
Is it possible for the fallen sons and daughters of Adam to stand on vantage ground, able to
overcome?--Yes, this is the great privilege that is granted them. They may be "partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" (2 Peter 1:1-4).
Christian life a constant warfare
The Christian life is a constant warfare. The church militant is not the church triumphant. Paul
says, "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." We must
meet human beings of power and influence who are on Satan's side of the controversy; and we
must also meet unseen agencies of evil. Let us be found in the right position.

Plan of addition and multiplication
To those who are preparing for heaven I wish to say, In the Christian life we are to work upon
the plan of addition. If we are faithful in working on this plan, God works for us on the plan of
multiplication. We are not to deviate from virtue or fail to cherish and cultivate all the graces of the
Spirit. To enable us to be partakers of the divine nature, God has given us exceeding great and
precious promises. These promises are mentioned in the following verses:
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (2 Peter 1:5-8).
Add virtue
"Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue." Let not those who profess to have faith in Christ
fail of having virtue. They are under obligation to place themselves where they will reveal to
others the virtue of His character.
A high standard to attain
God has called us to glory and virtue. We have no right to assimilate with the world--dressing,
talking, and living as worldlings do. God has given us a high standard to reach. To enable man to
reach this standard, God sent into the world His only begotten Son. In our behalf Christ made an
infinite sacrifice. He laid aside His kingly crown and royal robe, clothed His divinity with humanity,
and came into our world to teach men and women the laws of life and salvation, which they must
carry out to the letter in order to have everlasting life in the kingdom of glory.
Satan claimed that it was impossible for human beings to keep God's law. In order to prove
the falsity of this claim, Christ left His high command, took upon Himself the nature of man, and
came to the earth to stand at the head of the fallen race, in order to show that humanity could
withstand the temptations of Satan. On this earth He worked out the problem how to live in
accordance with God's standard of right. Bearing our nature, He was true to God's standard of
righteousness, gaining the victory over Satan. He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet He
was without sin.
To represent the Father
Before Christ came in person to reveal His Father's character, Satan thought that he would
have the whole world on his side. And today the enemy is still playing the game of life with
everyone. He seeks to bring in dissension and division. But if we are partakers of the divine
nature, we must stand as a united whole. Let us not think that our churches can enjoy God's
blessing while in a state of disunion. In this world we are to be representatives of Christ. He has
called us to glory and virtue. As He represented the Father, so we are to represent Christ to the
world; for in representing Him we are representing the Father.
We have a great work to perform for the Master. After Jesus has sacrificed so much in our
behalf, giving His life for our salvation, shall we by our course of action make Him ashamed of
us?
It is to the glory of God for Him to give us of His virtue. He desires to see us rise to the highest
standard. When by living faith we lay hold of the power of a living Christ; when we plead His
unfailing promises, and claim them as ours; when we seek for the power of the Holy Spirit, we are
eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of God. And "whosoever eateth my flesh," said
Christ, "and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. . . . The words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life."
A knowledge beyond expression
"And to virtue knowledge." Oh, we can have a knowledge of God and His truth--a knowledge
that is beyond expression! Tell me, what language can we find to express the knowledge that
comes to us when Christ reveals His presence to us, and our hearts are softened and subdued
by His power? Such knowledge is beyond expression. We cannot explain it, nevertheless we
know that we possess it.
Let those who claim to have a knowledge of God work in cooperation with Christ. Christ is
depending upon everyone to do his best. To every man and to every woman He has given a
work.

Conditional promises
God's promises are conditional. In order to make it possible for Him to bless us, we must do
our part. We cannot expect that all His blessings will come to us naturally, if we fold our hands in
inactivity. We are to be laborers together with God. It is our privilege and duty to labor for souls
ready to perish.
If you have a knowledge of God and have taken your position under the banner of Prince
Emmanuel, remember that you are not to allow yourself to come under the control of the powers
of darkness--the fallen angels. You are to keep in mind the promises that pertain to eternal life
and godliness, and seek for divine power that is given to enable you to escape everything that
would lead you astray.
Temperance in appetite
"And to knowledge temperance." This is a point that every one of us should consider. The
strength of natural appetites depends very much on the treatment they receive. Those who
indulge appetite, eating and drinking with the drunken; those who practice gluttony, eating double
the amount that they should eat, bring the system into such a condition that it is next to
impossible for them to be partakers of the divine nature, because they do not escape the
corruption that is in the world through lust. The temple of God, which should be kept holy, is
polluted and defiled.
Think of all the wickedness that is committed as the result of the sale of liquor! The men who
sell liquor are familiar with the evil effects that it produces. Not only the man who sells liquor, but
also the man who buys and drinks it, is held accountable for the wicked deeds committed under
its influence. God stands ready to give divine power to any sincere man to enable him to
overcome appetite for liquor; but oh, how much better it is for parents to teach their children from
babyhood never to use a drop of intoxicating liquor! And parents, besides helping their children by
setting an example of strict temperance, should shield them from the so-called friends who would
lead them to indulge appetite.
The food that we eat has much to do with the question of temperance. Parents should take
into account the relation of food to morals. The use of flesh-meat animalizes the nature. There
needs to be an awakening on this point. How can anyone desire to live on the flesh of dead
animals, when he has the privilege of using the fruit, grains, vegetables, and nuts that God has
given us in such abundance?
Self-denial a virtue
The enemy does everything in his power to gain control of the minds of men and women. He
leads them to cultivate a perverted appetite, so that rather than to deprive themselves of injurious
things, they go on in indulgence after indulgence. Self-denial is a virtue.
Brain nerve-power to resist temptation
We hope that at this meeting those who understand the principles of health reform will exert a
strong influence on the side of temperance. Let Christ's followers abstain not only from alcohol,
tobacco, tea, and coffee, but also from every other harmful thing that beclouds the brain. The
enemy has arranged matters so as to ensnare the greatest number. He leads men and women to
use stimulating food and food that beclouds the nerve-power of the brain, so that they are unable
to distinguish between right and wrong, between good and evil. Parents, teach the members of
your household that indulgence of appetite is the work of the enemy. Teach them to guard
against his deceptions. Such instruction should be given by everyone who takes the responsibility
of bringing children into the world; and especially at this stage of the world's history fathers and
mothers should realize that their children are the property of God, and that He holds them
accountable to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
We are to practice temperance on every point; for we need all the brain nerve-power that it is
possible for us to have in order that we may be able to resist Satan's temptations. We are not to
pamper appetite, diseasing our digestive organs by indulgence. God desires us to be true to the
principles of health reform. Let us remember that we have a heaven to win and a hell to shun.
Disposition of a Christian
We are to realize that the divine Presence is constantly by our side. Christ has said, "Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Remember that He hears every unkind word,
every harsh, cutting expression. Could you see Jesus standing by your side, would you speak
such words? Then guard carefully every word and action. Walk in all lowliness of mind, cherishing

a spirit of meekness and kindness. Live so that others may see that there is a difference between
the disposition of a Christian and the disposition of those who make no claim to be Christ's
followers.
Words that create heart-burnings and disunion should never escape the lips of Christ's
followers. We must put on Christ; we must be Christlike in every word and action. Thus we shall
be partakers of the divine nature. Only by partaking of the divine nature can we live the Christ-life.
Challenge to parents
Fathers and mothers, wherever you are, whether in your home or elsewhere, it is never right
for you to speak one disrespectful word to each other. If you are harassed say, firmly, "This is
from Satan. He wants me to perpetuate his words, his spirit, but I will not do it." Determine to
speak in love; to cultivate patience, kindness, long-suffering, courtesy, and delicacy in dealing
with one another. Why?--Because you are a Christian; because you are preparing for the society
of the heavenly angels; for a home in the kingdom of glory, where no harsh, unkind, impatient
words are ever spoken. Remember that it is Satan who leads men and women to speak unkindly
to one another.
Arbitrary authority to be avoided
Never should parents scold their children. Never should they administer punishment while in a
fit of passion. Children cannot be trained aright in this manner. Angry parents need to be
chastened by the rod themselves, instead of chastening their children. Punishment in anger only
hurts and provokes. Do you want a home in heaven? We are all desirous of reaching heaven. But
does anyone desire to reach heaven in order that he may fret and scold or punish in anger, and
exercise arbitrary authority? On the other hand, do we not desire to reach heaven because peace
reigns there; because on every side we shall hear the words, "Thy gentleness hath made me
great"?
Mothers to keep a cheerful countenance
Mothers, take your rightful position as a loving teacher of your children. Remember that the
hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that moves the world. Never give expression to words of
anger. Keep a cheerful countenance. Children are very susceptible to expressions of joy and
sorrow. I remember that sometimes when things which caused sorrow would be brought to me
while I was holding one of my children in my arms, the change of expression on my countenance
would be noticed at once by my child. Seeing the expression of sadness come over my face, the
little babe only three months old would burst out crying, and could hardly be pacified. At first I did
not know what caused him to cry, but I soon learned.
Missionary work to begin at home
Parents, let our countenances reveal constantly the peace and consolation of Christ. This is a
missionary work that you are able to do at home. Missionary work begins in the home. Educate
and train your children for the future immortal life. Lead them to give their hearts to God, that they
with you may be numbered among His people. You can teach them to stand by you, to
strengthen your hands in the missionary work; and in turn, you can strengthen them.
Parents, sanctify yourselves, that your children also may be sanctified. Sanctify your talent of
speech. Words are a precious gift, capable of doing much good and accomplishing a great work
for the Master. Let every word be such that you can have it written in the books of heaven without
being ashamed to meet your record in the judgment.
Speech to be sanctified
Great blessings are lost because of discouraging and passionate words. Brethren and sisters,
learn lessons of self-control. When someone speaks passionately to you, keep silent: Feelings of
anger, when met in this way, die out very quickly. A hastily spoken reply only makes matters
worse.
Negligence to children to be confessed
Brethren and sisters, I beg of every one of you to make the most of this camp meeting. If you
have backslidden, I entreat you, for Christ's sake, to return to Him. Be reconverted. Let the
conversions begin today. Let parents confess to their children in regard to the points on which
they have neglected their duty. Let them confess their negligence in regard to allowing their
children to follow the fashions and to mingle in worldly society simply because they wanted to be
like the world. It is impossible for us to be Christlike while we are worldly-minded. We cannot
separate ourselves from the world itself; we must remain in the world; but we should separate

from its evil practices, its wrong ideas, its sinfulness. We should practice self-denial in everything,
in order to have power by living faith in Christ to claim the richest promises given us in His Word.
Example of the Israelites
Just before the firstborn were slain in Egypt, the Lord instructed the Israelites to gather their
children into their houses with them, and to strike the lintel and the two side posts of their doors
with blood, so that when the destroying angel went through the land, he would recognize the
houses thus marked as the dwelling places of Christ's followers, and pass over them.
Today we must gather our children about us, if we desire to save them from the destructive
power of the evil one. The conflict between Christ and Satan will increase in intensity until the end
of this earth's history. We are to have faith in the blood of Christ, in order that we may pass safely
through the perilous times just before us.
Let the children receive the blessings of this meeting. If you try to help them by personal labor
in your family tents, working with Christlike simplicity, the reviving, reformatory power of God will
come into your tents and enable you to pray in faith. Then you can ask for the Lord's richest
blessings to rest upon the little company in your tent.
If we work diligently upon the plan of addition, we shall not be barren in a knowledge of Christ.
We should, however, take heed to ourselves, lest we fall because we do not cherish and cultivate
the Christian graces. "He that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." This scripture brings to view those who are in a
divided state, those who talk as they please, those who indulge appetite and passionate speech,
failing to take themselves in hand. Such persons have no moral strength to carry out the
principles that would bring to them, as overcomers, the crown of life. They are like a man who has
forgotten that he has been purged from his old sins.
Only election in Scripture
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall." This is the only election that is spoken of in the Bible. Your
election is dependent on your course of action. If you will to make your election sure, you can do
so; if you will to make it uncertain by sinning while professing to be righteous, you can do so. You
can become angry, you can be dishonest in trade, you can in other respects follow the course of
the ungodly. But will it pay? I ask you, Will it pay? Will you not determine to make your calling and
election sure, and not only for yourself, but for your children? Will you not strive to bind up your
children with Christ?
If you work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, you will never fall; "for so an
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." This promise is an eternal life-insurance policy, and it is offered to every
one of us.
The apostle continues: "Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth."
Timbers in character-building
To those who desire to make their calling and election sure, and to obtain this eternal lifeinsurance policy, we would say, Remember that you are "labourers together with God: ye are
God's husbandry, ye are God's building." God is watching intently to see what kind of timbers
parents and children put into their character building.
Kindness and patience
When the tiller of the soil sows seed, he apparently throws away his grain. Parents may think
that in teaching their children the principles of kindness and patience, they are throwing away
their time and efforts. But if they are faithful in training their children, they will reap an abundant
harvest as surely as will the one who sows good seed in his field.
Home to be heaven on earth
Parents, make your home a little heaven on earth. You can do this, if you so choose. You can
make home so pleasant and cheerful that it will be the most attractive place on earth to your
children. Let them receive all the blessings of the household. You can so relate yourselves to God
that His Spirit will abide in your home. Come close to the bleeding side of the Man of Calvary.
Those who are partakers with Him in His sufferings will at last be partakers with Him in His glory.

Life-insurance policy
We are offered an everlasting life-insurance policy that assures us a life which measures with
the life of the infinite God. We are to make manifest that we are not working for earthly riches and
honor, but for a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. When we have been offered so
much, shall we not with every power of the being strive to be overcomers? If such an effort made
men and women miserable, if it caused them to feel that they were under condemnation, we
could not appeal so strongly to you to take up the cross and follow the Saviour. But we know that
the effort to run with patience the race set before you will bring happiness into your face, the
sparkle of glad satisfaction into your eyes, and nobility into your soul. In this light look at the
Christian's race. Grasp the hand of the Infinite, reached down to save you. He says, "I the Lord
thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee." Remember that in
God you have a mighty Helper.
Parable of the talents
In the parable of the talents, the servant who had five talents traded upon them wisely, and in
the day of reckoning was able to bring double that number to the master. The one also who had
two doubled his talents. But the man who had one talent hid it in a napkin, and buried it in the
earth. And when the master returned and reckoned with his servants, the sentence pronounced
upon this slothful servant was "Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath
ten talents."
Brethren and sisters, what are you doing to prepare yourselves for a home in glory? Do you
realize that to everyone is given his work? God has not given all the same work. Some have a
greater number of talents than others. Those who have five talents should faithfully trade upon
them. To those who have two talents the Lord says, "Trade upon your talents, using and
improving them to My glory." We are to use our talents according to our several abilities.
Remember that you have at least one talent. Resolve by the grace of God to use your talent
wisely, and see whether you can gain another one. Thank God that He has manifested His great
love to you by entrusting you even with one talent. By word and action show that you appreciate
this gift, and that you regard it as a treasure greater in value than anything else you possess. Put
your talent out to the exchangers. If you use it faithfully, you will gain another talent; and by a
faithful use of these two talents, you will gain two more.
One talent
If you have received only one talent, instead of burying it, say, "I have but one talent, and I
must make the most of it. I will be faithful in the little things, because the Word declares, 'He that
is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much.' I must use to the very best advantage that
which is given me. I must not waste one jot or tittle of my powers in the gratification of appetite or
pride of appearance. In my family I must be a faithful teacher, training my children for the future,
immortal life. I must teach them to be honest and truthful, kind and patient. I myself must be all
that I desire my children to be; for in speaking of His disciples, Christ said, 'For their sakes I
sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified.'"
If you have buried in the earth the one talent that God entrusted to you, I beseech you to
improve it before He inquires, What have you done with the talent that I gave you?
The talent of means
Often the talent of means is buried. Money lying unused in banks is regarded by the Lord as a
buried talent. God wants His followers to use the talent of means in His service. We should do our
part to carry forward the different lines of work in all parts of the earth. A great work is to be done
in the cities. Camp meetings are to be held in many places. Those who have the talent of means
may multiply it by using it to the work of giving to the world the message of truth for this time.
When through the instrumentality of our one talent someone is brought into the truth, that one
talent is doubled. And when this person brings others into the truth, there is still further increase
of talents.
To him who uses aright his one talent, the Master will say, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy lord." The well-doer is not rewarded in proportion to the number of his
entrusted talents, but in proportion to the use made of that which he has, and the motive which
prompts his action.

I tell you these things in order that you may individually feel that God desires to use you in His
service. There is a place for you to fill in this world. If you fill this place faithfully, the Lord of
heaven will work in your behalf, and you will see of the salvation of God. This is what we are so
anxious for everyone to see.
In Isaiah 57:15 we read: "Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." This scripture
describes the man whom God approves.
Christ is coming soon. He declared that when there would be wars and rumors of wars, when
there would be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places, we might know that the
time of His second appearing is near. "When these things begin to come to pass," He declared,
"then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."
Parable of the fig tree
Christ represented this time by the parable of the fig tree. "Behold the fig tree," He said, "and
all the trees; when they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now
nigh at hand." The wickedness, the turmoil, the disturbances on every side, should be regarded
by us as signs that the day of God is at hand.
We are standing on the verge of the eternal world. We have no time to lose. It is high time to
tell the people that Christ is coming. Let us warn them, visiting them at their homes, and talking
and praying with them personally. By such efforts we shall win souls to Christ. If we come to God
in faith, He will give us power and grace for every duty.
Economy to be practiced
Let those who profess to believe present truth practice economy. God has use for every dollar
that can be given to advance His work in the earth. The cities throughout America are to be
worked. The Southern field in all its barrenness is staring us in the face. Who feels a burden to go
there to labor? Perhaps you are inclined to find fault with those who are there; but can you not go
there yourself to see what you can do in working wisely for souls ready to perish?
We have only touched upon this subject, and now we leave it with you. We greatly desire to
have everyone go to work. Cease to
Criticism and fault-finding to cease criticize and find fault. If anyone has aught against his
brother, let him go to him in the spirit of Christ and settle the difficulty. Before the power of the
Holy Ghost rested upon the disciples, they spent ten days before God in prayer and fasting and
confession of sin. After they had come into unity, the heavens were opened, the glory of God was
revealed, and the Holy Spirit came upon them. Then they went forth to proclaim the gospel with
power, and under the influence of the Spirit five thousand were converted in one day.
Let us begin to look at these things as they are. The saving knowledge of the power of God
should go forth from us as a lamp that burneth. Our tapers should be kindled from the divine altar.
Conversion
One reason that there are not more conversions now is because you yourselves need to be
converted. Just as soon as you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will see of the salvation
of God. Let the breaking-up plow do its work in the heart. We desire to see everyone drawing
strength from Christ by eating His flesh and drinking His blood. May God help you. May He
cleanse you from all unrighteousness, and let His light shine upon you. May we see the salvation
of God before this meeting closes. (Manuscript 77, 1902. Sermon at Petaluma, California,
Campground, Sabbath, June 7, 1902.)

Sermon at Loma Linda University
Preview
IN THIS SELECTION ELLEN WHITE IS SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING PARENTS. NOTICE
THIS UP-TO-DATE COMMENT SHE MAKES ABOUT DAUGHTERS TRYING TO PERSUADE
THEIR MOTHERS TO LET THEM WEAR THE LATEST EXOTIC FASHIONS: "WILL YOU [THE
PARENTS] ALLOW THEM TO TEASE THIS THING OUT OF YOU, LETTING THEM MOLD YOU
INSTEAD OF MOLDING THEM ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL?"
CLEARLY, SOME ISSUES HAVEN'T CHANGED IN PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS!
ADVENTISTS ARE SOMETIMES PERCEIVED TO BE LEGALISTS. TO SUPPORT THIS
CRITICISM INDIVIDUALS WILL POINT TO OUR CHURCH'S DRESS STANDARDS. YET
ELLEN WHITE'S COMMENTS ON DRESS DO NOT SUGGEST LEGALISM OF ANY KIND.
INSTEAD, THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF THE GOSPEL ARE VIVIDLY PRESENT: HUMILITY,
NOT DRAWING ATTENTION TO ONESELF, CONCERN FOR OTHERS' FEELINGS AND
NEEDS, QUALITY, TASTE, NATURAL ELEGANCE. THE QUESTION OF DRESS REVEALS
THE FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY.
TWO OTHER CHALLENGING QUESTIONS RECEIVE ATTENTION IN THIS READING:
HOW SHOULD WE DISCIPLINE OUR CHILDREN? AND WHAT IS THE RELATION OF WHAT
WE DO IN THIS PRESENT LIFE TO OUR FUTURE LIVING IN HEAVEN?
Sermon
These words [2 Peter 1:1-13] should mean a great deal to us; and we should study this
chapter diligently, that we may learn to practice the virtues it presents before us. If we do these
things, the apostle says, we "shall never fall." It is of great consequence to us in our spiritual
experience that we have the assurance that we are treading securely and walking
understandingly in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I wish this afternoon to address particularly the parents and children. These should understand
that they have solemn obligations resting upon them--the most solemn that ever rested upon
mortals. Let parents take up their work and labor intelligently for the salvation of their families.
Children to be prepared for eternity
Fathers and mothers, we are verging upon the eternal world, and that which we should now
most earnestly seek to understand is what we should do to inherit eternal life. If you will follow on
to know the Lord, you will know that His going forth is prepared as the morning. We must prepare
for the great crisis that is just before us. Will you not sense your responsibilities in regard to the
education and training of your children in spiritual matters.
Here are the children. Your daughters are inclined, if they see a dress different from that which
they have, to desire a dress similar to that. Or perhaps they want something else that they see
others have, which you do not feel would be in accordance with your faith to grant them. Will you
allow them to tease this thing out of you, letting them mold you instead of molding them according
to the principles of the gospel? Our children are very precious in the sight of God. Let us teach
them the word of God and train them in His ways. It is your privilege to teach your children to live
so that they will have the commendation of heaven.
Are we preparing for heaven? We say we are; and we ought to be making ready for the future
immortal life. We should be so conducting ourselves that we shall make right impressions upon
those who are brought in contact with us. Let us not encourage our children to follow the fashions
of the world; and if we will be faithful in giving them a right training, they will not do this. But if you
let your children rule you, they will surely get away from the pure principles of the word of God
and will walk in the ways of the world. Let them see how much the Lord sacrificed in their behalf
when He came to this world. There was everything to oppose His advance, yet He gave us a
perfect example in every detail of life--just the example that we follow and teach our children to
follow.
Proper dress for children
Dress your children in simple and neat clothes, but do not let them have anything that they
may suppose they want. They may ask for a dress that is cut low in the neck because it is the
fashion to wear them so. Who has supposed such a fashion? It is not a right fashion, and we
should not allow ourselves to consider it right. We should dress our children in such a way that

they will learn to fashion their lives in simple orderly lines. We are to be preparing for the grand
review that is soon to take place, and our children must have a part in this work of preparation.
We want the light, the pure light of heaven, to shine into our hearts.
Heaven's interest in children
All heaven is interested in our children, and parents grieve the Spirit of God when they fail to
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Parents, be kind to your children, but be
firm. Let them see that you mean all that you tell them. The fashions of the world often take a
ridiculous form, and you must take a firm position against them. Our manner of dress, as well as
our deportment, is to be a ministry, an education.
Parents, you are responsible for the work of bringing up your children in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. These children need instruction line upon line, precept upon precept, here
a little and there a little. You may feel annoyed sometimes because your children go contrary to
what you have told them. But have you ever thought that many times you go contrary to what the
Lord has commanded you to do that you might prepare yourselves for His work and know His will
as revealed in His word? If you will follow on to know the Lord you can make a splendid
representation of Christ before the world.
Gentleness in discipline
Never manifest passion when your children do wrong. When the mother gives her child a jerk
or a blow, do you think it enables him to see the beauty of the Christian character? No indeed; it
only tends to raise evil feelings in the heart, and the child is not corrected at all. We need to
consider, as we endeavor to do our duty intelligently, that our children are to be brought into right
relation to God, that they may have an entrance through the gates into the City of God and have
right to all the advantages that heaven can give.
Husbands and wives united in forming children's character
We have but little time now. Let us prepare earnestly for the solemn scenes of the future. The
Lord would have us work under the direction of His word. It does not show any true love to let
your children do as they please, and to think that in doing so they are doing just right. Husband
and wife should be united in the work of seeking to form in their children correct habits of speech
and conduct. If they will draw constantly in Christ's lines, the will of Christ will be rule in their lives,
and they will see of the salvation of God in their homes. Let them invite the Spirit of God to act
His part in training the children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. With this power to help
in every time of need, they will obtain the victory.
Has not God given you every evidence of His love? Did He not allow Jesus to come to this
world as our pattern? Men could not endure the perfection of Christ's character, and they took
and crucified Him. There is a crucifixion that must go on in our lives, a constant dying to self and
sin. We must walk circumspectly, that our lives may preach the gospel of Christ to those with
whom we associate. If we will speak and walk circumspectly, the light of Christ will be revealed in
our lives.
I desired at the beginning of my talk to speak these words to you. I leave them with you to
think about. Let us be faithful to the duties of the home life. Let your children understand that
obedience must reign there. Teach them to distinguish between that which is sensible and that
which is foolish in the matter of dress, and furnish them with clothes that are neat and simple. As
a people who are preparing for the soon return of Christ we should give to the world an example
of modest dress in contrast with the prevailing fashion of the day. Talk these things over, and plan
wisely what you will do, then carry out your plans in your families. Determine to be guided by
higher principles than the notions and desires of your children.
Confession of heart to be sought
Parents need to come up on a higher platform. They have a sacred work to do in bringing their
children into harmony with Christ. Parents, do not neglect this work. You need to move constantly
in the counsel and fear of the Lord God of Israel. Talk with your children in regard to the lessons
of the word; pray with them. Seek for confession of heart from them. Show them which is the
wrong and which is the right way, and their need of yielding their wills to the will of God if they
would be overcomers. I see many parents taking a course with their children that will shut them
out of the kingdom of God. O that these might now repent, and seek to redeem the time, that God
might help them to act their part.

I did not expect to speak more than a few words to you this afternoon. I want you to have the
light and blessing that the Lord desires to give you. Reach out for these blessings, seek for a
fitness for eternal life, that others may see that you are coming into harmony with heaven. When
the soul takes its position on the side of right, all heaven is filled with rejoicing and praise and
thanksgiving. Shall we not take hold with Christ to do our best? Pray with your children. Impress
their minds with the thought that Christ was given to our world that we might love His beauty of
character and seek to follow Him in every particular. If you will follow on to know the Lord, the
blessing of God will rest upon you. We need to glorify God more than we do, to praise Him with
uplifted soul. If we would study more faithfully the virtues of His character, we would desire to be
more like Him. If in the minor points we would carry out the directions of the Lord, He will give us
strength to follow Him in the large matters. We need to see the necessity of bringing the
principles of the truth into every purpose and action of the life.
There is a large work to be carried on in this locality. Consider how God has wrought to bring
these buildings into our possession. We have made every possible effort to establish the work in
this place; and there are but few who know of the real difficulties we have had to meet. Now we
are in possession and, for this I thank the Lord with heart and soul and voice.
A position contrary to the world
There are many here who will need to take their position directly contrary to the world's
customs and fashions. They may not want to do this, but this must make no difference. We are to
have a large experience here in a little while, and everything should be brought into line with right
principles. Here are men and women of capability. We want you to realize your capabilities, and
act your part in carrying out the purposes of God for this place. Here are men who are preparing
to enter on high positions of truth; but they are not ready for these positions. They need to be
reconverted, and to let the blessing of God come into the life to transform the character. If those
who come here to obtain an education will seek to help in every possible way, God will multiply
blessings to them, and giving them His knowledge and His grace will make them overcomers
through the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. (Manuscript 45, 1911. Sermon at
Loma Linda, California, November 6, 1911.)

Remarks at the Los Angeles Camp Meeting
Preview
"A CHILD'S FIRST SCHOOL SHOULD BE HIS HOME," ELLEN WHITE SAID IN 1902. BUT
BECAUSE THE SPIRITUAL WELL-BEING OF YOUNG CHILDREN WAS GROSSLY
NEGLECTED IN MOST HOMES, GOD'S SERVANT URGED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
CHRISTIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
A CONCISE FORMULA FOR CHILD GUIDANCE IS OFFERED. BRIEFLY SUMMARIZED, IT
CONSISTS OF INSTILLING FOUR VIRTUES IN CHILDREN: RESPECT, OBEDIENCE,
REVERENCE, AND SELF-CONTROL. THEN THESE ARE TO BE COUPLED WITH AN
UNDERSTANDING THAT GOD WATCHES ALL WE DO AND THINK, ON THE ONE HAND,
AND A WORKING DEFINITION OF PURITY, ON THE OTHER.
Remarks
I read from the second epistle of Peter: "Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ: grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of
God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust"
(2 Peter 1:1-4).
Establishment of new schools
This scripture is full of instruction for those who are engaged in educational work for our youth.
Our brethren in positions of responsibility should give special study to the management of matters
in connection with the establishment of new schools for the training of our children, in order that
the youth may be surrounded by circumstances the most favorable for the formation of a
character strong enough to withstand the evils of this world.
Lesson from Israel
After the descendants of Abraham had spent many years in Egyptian servitude, God raised up
Moses to deliver them from their oppressors. In order to induce the Egyptians to heed the
message given to them through Moses, God brought upon them many plagues. But they
continued to harden their hearts. Because of their stubborn resistance, Moses was at last
directed to say to Pharaoh, "Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: and I say
unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will
slay thy son, even thy firstborn."
Before Egypt was visited by this terrible judgment, the word of the Lord came to the fathers
and mothers among the Israelites, directing them to gather their children with them into the
house, there to remain until the destroying angel had passed over the land. "Moses called for all
the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families,
and kill the passover. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the
bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of
you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to smite
the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite
you."
"The children of Israel . . . did as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron."
"It came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the
dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle." God passed over the homes of the Israelites. Upon the
children of the parents who were faithful in gathering their little ones within the circle of the home,
no judgment fell.
This experience of the Israelites is a wonderful lesson for us today. In this time of peril, Godfearing parents, like the fathers and mothers of ancient Israel, should understand the will of the
Lord concerning themselves and their children. In planning for the education of their children
outside the home, they should realize that it is not safe now to send them to public schools.

Parents should endeavor to send their children to schools where they can obtain an education
based on a scriptural foundation--an education to be gained gradually, line upon line, precept
upon precept, here a little, and there a little.
Christian schools
Some may ask, "How are such schools to be established?" We are not a rich people, but if we
pray in faith, and let the Lord work in our behalf, He will open ways before us to establish small
schools in retired places for the education of our youth not only in the Scriptures and in book
learning, but in many lines of manual labor.
Neglect of parents in the home school
The necessity for establishing such schools is urged upon me very strongly because of the
cruel neglect of many parents properly to educate their children in the home school. Multitudes of
fathers and mothers have seemed to think that if the lines of control were put into the hands of
their children, they would develop into useful young men and young women. But the Lord has
instructed me in regard to this matter. In the visions of the night I saw standing by the side of
these neglected children the one who was cast out of the heavenly courts because he originated
sin. He, the enemy of souls, was standing by, watching for opportunities to gain control of the
mind of every child whose parents had not given faithful instruction in regard to Satan's snares.
Home to be a child's first school
Upon every Christian parent there rests the solemn obligation of giving to his children an
education that will lead them to gain a knowledge of the Lord, and to become partakers of the
divine nature through obedience to God's will and way. A child's first school should be his home.
His first instructors should be his father and his mother. His first lessons should be the lessons of
respect, obedience, reverence, and self-control. If he is not instructed aright by his parents, Satan
will instruct him in evil through agencies that are most objectionable. How important, then, is the
school in the home! Here the character is first shaped. Here the destiny of souls is often largely
influenced. Even the parents who are endeavoring to do their best have not a hundredth part of
the realization they should have of the value of a human soul.
Ideal instruction in home school
The school in the home should be a place where children are taught that the eye of God is
upon them, observing all that they do. If this thought were deeply impressed upon the mind, the
work of governing children would be made much easier. In the home school our boys and girls
are being prepared to attend a church school when they reach a proper age to associate more
intimately with other children. Constantly parents should keep this in view, realizing that their
children are God's purchased little ones, to be trained for lives of usefulness in the Master's
service and for a home in the future, eternal world. The father and the mother, as teachers in the
home school, should consecrate hands, tongue, brain, and every power of the being to God, in
order that they may fulfill their high and holy mission.
Purity
To shield their children from contaminating influences, parents should instruct them in
principles of purity. Those who form the habit of obedience and self-control in the homelife will
have but little difficulty in school life, and, if surrounded by Christian influences, will escape many
temptations that usually beset the youth. Let us train our children so that they will remain true to
God under all circumstances and in all places. In their tender years let us surround them with
influences that will tend to strengthen character.
Parents who give their children proper instruction at home will train them to obey their
teachers at school. And, unless surrounded by unusual circumstances, they will, in time, see the
necessity of sending their children to some school outside the home. This school may be simply a
church school, or it may be an intermediate school or a large training school. I am pleased to
learn that here in Southern California you have established a school at _____, and that it will be
opened in about a week. I am glad that the Lord has wrought for you in providing a place for the
education of your children.
A few days ago I had the privilege of seeing the buildings and the surroundings of the ----school. My time was very limited, but I was thankful for the opportunity of visiting the school
grounds. I am glad that you are several miles away from the city of Los Angeles. You have good
buildings, and are in a favorable place for schoolwork. I greatly desire that you shall make a right
beginning. In planning for the erection of cottages for our brethren and sisters who may move

there, be careful not to allow buildings to be put up too near the school property. Try to secure the
land lying near the school, so that it will be impossible for houses to be built close to the campus.
The land may be used for agricultural purposes. Later on, you may find it advisable to introduce
various trades for the employment and training of the students; but at present about all that you
can do is to teach them how to cultivate the land, so that it shall yield its fruit. (Manuscript 54,
1903. Remarks at the Los Angeles camp meeting, September 17, 1902.)

Letter 43
Preview
ELLEN WHITE ONCE WROTE, "A SULLEN SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER
WILL DEVELOP THE CHARACTER OF A REBEL."--"THAT I MAY KNOW HIM," P. 120. IN
WRITING THIS, GOD'S SERVANT ANTICIPATED THE NUMBER ONE PROBLEM
CONFRONTING EDUCATORS AND PARENTS: HOW TO CREATE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON
THE PART OF CHILDREN TOWARD THE CHURCH. THIS IS THE SUBJECT IN THE
FOLLOWING LETTER.
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE CONSTANTLY URGED TO FOLLOW THE ADVICE GIVEN IN 2
PETER 1. BUT MANY REBEL. WHY? BECAUSE WITHOUT A POSITIVE CONCEPT OF GOD
AND WHAT HE WISHES TO DO FOR THEM, CHILDREN RELATE TO THEIR CHURCH AND
TO GOD OUT OF FEAR OR SHEAR DUTY RATHER THAN ADMIRATION. RELIGION
BECOMES OPPRESSIVE, AND IT IS EVENTUALLY REJECTED.
CLEARLY OUR DUTY IS TO INTRODUCE CHILDREN TO THE GOD WHO STANDS
BEHIND THE CHURCH'S DOCTRINES AND STANDARDS. SECOND PETER HELPS US DO
THIS: THE EMPHASIS IS ON OBEDIENCE AND GROWTH BASED UPON KNOWING GOD AS
A FRIEND.
Letter
The first chapter of second Peter is full of instruction, and strikes the keynote of victory. The
truth is impressively forced upon the mind by the way it is presented in this chapter. Let us more
abundantly recommend the study of these words, and the practicing of these precepts. The
apostle writes (2 Peter 1:1-3), "To them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: grace and peace be multiplied unto you
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue." What a grand theme this is for contemplation--the righteousness of
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Contemplating Christ and His righteousness leaves no room
for self-righteousness, for the glorifying of self. In this chapter there is no standstill. There is
continual advancement in every stage of the knowledge of Christ. Through the knowledge of
Christ is life eternal. In His prayer Jesus says, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." In God we are to glory. The prophet
says, "Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that
he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness," "and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." "Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other
men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you
according to our rule abundantly, to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to
boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hand. But he that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord. For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth."
The testimony of prophets and apostles is in full accord on this subject. We are to glory in the
Lord our God.
Continual advancement in contemplating righteousness of God
Peter continues, saying, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust." We have been called to the knowledge of Christ, and that is to the
knowledge of glory and virtue. It is a knowledge of the perfection of the divine character,
manifested to us in Jesus Christ, that opens up to us communion with God. It is by appropriating
the great and precious promises that we are to become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Vital relation with God essential
What possibilities are opened up to the youth who lay hold of the divine assurances of God's
Word! Scarcely can the human mind comprehend what is the breadth and depth and height of the
spiritual attainments that can be reached by becoming partakers of the divine nature. The human
agent who daily yields obedience to God, who becomes a partaker of the divine nature, finds
pleasure daily in keeping the commandments of God; for he is one with God. It is essential that

he holds as vital a relation with God as does the Son to the Father. He understands the oneness
that Christ prayed might exist between the Father and the Son. Jesus prayed, "Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in
one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me."
Lifted standard
What privileges and blessings are granted to those who have obtained like precious faith with
the disciples of Christ. Nothing is withheld from them. The apostle says, "His divine power hath
given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue." The standard is lifted up before us higher and still higher, and
yet we are to reach it individually. We may attain unto glory and virtue, though weak, sinful
mortals, by learning daily lessons in the school of Christ, by becoming conformed to the divine
image, by manifesting His excellency of character, by adding grace to grace, by climbing round
by round the ladder heavenward, by becoming complete in the Beloved. As we shall work upon
the plan of addition, by faith adding grace to grace, God will work upon the plan of multiplication,
and multiply His grace and peace unto us. We are to be diligent students in the school of Christ,
having a knowledge of His will, and becoming active laborers in His vineyard.
Plan of multiplication
The apostle describes to us the plan on which we are to work. He says, "Giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old
sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if
ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be
negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth" (2 Peter 1:5-12).
Youth to be living witnesses for Christ
If our youth would take heed to and practice the rules laid down in this chapter, what an
influence they would exert on the side of righteousness, whether they were at _____, or in our
institutions, or in any place of responsibility. They would see this truth, and their lifework would be
successful. They would realize the need of being much in prayer, of being rooted and grounded in
the truth, so that by precept and example they might be living witnesses for Christ. They would
then be like Paul, who after his conversion was a channel through which bright beams of light
were shed upon the great plan of salvation. They would be workers together with God in
reshaping moral character, and would be instruments through which the image of God might be
retraced in man. They would respond to the working of the Holy Spirit, and become one with
Christ in God. No longer would the law which they have transgressed be a yoke of bondage, but it
would be the law of liberty, the freedom of sonship. Having repented toward God, having
exercised faith in Christ, they have experienced forgiveness, and esteem the law of God above
gold, yea, above fine gold.
Freedom of sonship
Jesus is the Sin-bearer. He takes away our sins, and makes us partakers of His holiness. O
what tender, pitying love dwells in the heart of Christ toward the purchase of His blood! He is able
to save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him. There is power in these precious
promises, and we should cooperate with the working of Christ, devoting all our God-given talents
to the service of the Master, that the Holy Spirit may work through us to the glory and honor of
Christ.

Learners in Christ
Students should have a growing, expanding idea of what it means to be a Christian. To be a
Christian means to be a learner in the school of Christ. It means the connecting of soul, mind, and
body with divine wisdom. When this union exists between the soul and God, we are taught of
God, who gives wisdom and knowledge. His Spirit imparts thoughts that are clear and holy, and
gives the knowledge that lives through eternal ages. Those who are consecrated, diligent,
persevering laborers, putting to use every capability, employing all their faculties for the glory of
God, who are not slothful in business, but are fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, will reap an
eternal reward. But it is our part to be courageous, to exercise firm faith in God.
Students to share knowledge of the divine
The end is near, and students should make most diligent effort to carry forward the work
intelligently of acquiring knowledge that they may impart to others. _____, I had no idea of writing
as I have; but I could not forbear. I felt impelled by the Spirit of God to lift up the standard of
Christian character.
If we will take heed and be true one to another as the needle to the pole, we will be laborers
together with God. I thank you for all the pains you have taken in writing to me, and in sending
those things which you think will be of service to me. You have been kind to do this, and I thank
you for seeking to help me in my need. I pray the Lord to bless you and yours. (Portion of Letter
43, 1895.)

"A Godly Example in the Home"
Preview
IN THIS SELECTION ELLEN WHITE UNDERLINES THE THEOLOGY OF PARENTING,
WHICH MAY SEEM TO BE AN ODD PHRASE. WE ARE USED TO SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS
THE THEOLOGY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH AND THE THEOLOGY OF THE SABBATH;
BUT TO USE THE WORD THEOLOGY IN CONNECTION WITH THE TASK OF REARING OR
TEACHING CHILDREN IS NOT OFTEN DONE.
YET PARENTING HAS LARGE SPIRITUAL IMPLICATIONS. "THERE ARE FEW PARENTS
WHO REALIZE HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO GIVE TO THEIR CHILDREN THE INFLUENCE OF
A GODLY EXAMPLE. YET THIS IS FAR MORE POTENT THAN PRECEPT. NO OTHER
MEANS IS SO EFFECTIVE IN TRAINING THEM TO RIGHT LINES." AGAIN, ELLEN WHITE
SAYS, "WHEN PARENTS AWAKEN TO A TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR NEGLECTED
DUTIES, THEY WILL MARVEL AT THE SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED
THEIR PAST EXPERIENCE."
CHILDREN REQUIRE DAILY SPIRITUAL ATTENTION. FOR ONE THING, THEIR LIVES
ARE CHANGING TOO RAPIDLY FOR MERE ONCE-A-WEEK GUIDANCE. EACH DAY
FOUNDATION ELEMENTS OF CHARACTER ARE BEING FORMED.
BUT THERE'S A SECOND REASON FOR DAILY SPIRITUAL HELP. A CHURCH WITH
HIGH IDEALS FOR ITS YOUNG NECESSARILY HAS HIGH STANDARDS. NOW, IF HIGH OR
RIGOROUS STANDARDS ARE LEFT UNEXPLAINED, IF THEY AREN'T IMAGINATIVELY
ADAPTED TO A CHILD'S DAILY ROUTINE, THEY QUICKLY BECOME BURDENSOME AND
OPPRESSIVE TO A YOUNG PERSON. AND A CHILD MAY OBEY FOR A WHILE. HE MAY
ATTEMPT TO PLEASE A PARENT OR A TEACHER OR A PASTOR, BUT IF HE DOES SO
WITHOUT ENTHUSIASM FOR THE CHURCH'S STANDARDS AND IDEALS, HE IS SUBTLY
DEVELOPING THE CHARACTER OF A REBEL. IN ANOTHER PLACE ELLEN WHITE WARNS,
"A SULLEN SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF THE FATHER WILL DEVELOP THE CHARACTER
OF A REBEL. THE SERVICE IS LOOKED UPON BY SUCH A ONE IN THE LIGHT OF
DRUDGERY. IT IS NOT RENDERED CHEERFULLY AND IN THE LOVE OF GOD. IT IS A
MERE MECHANICAL PERFORMANCE."--"THAT I MAY KNOW HIM," P. 120.
IN THIS READING GOD'S SERVANT NOTES THE ROLE PLAYED BY CHRIST'S LIFE AND
SACRIFICE IN TEACHING CHILDREN CHEERFUL OBEDIENCE. JESUS' SWEET AND
OPTIMISTIC TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUALS DISARMS THOSE WHO THINK OF GOD AS A
TYRANT. "IF YOU'VE SEEN ME, YOU'VE SEEN THE FATHER," THE MASTER TEACHER
SAID. IN ALL THAT HE DID, JESUS PORTRAYED GOD AND THE VALUES OF HIS KINGDOM
IN AN APPEALING WAY. CHILDREN WHO ARE EXPOSED TO JESUS' LIFE HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN TO OBEY AND TO GROW FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF
ADMIRATION RATHER THAN FEAR OF GOD.
Article (Introduced by statement from a letter)
The entire chapter [2 Peter 1] contains most instructive lessons in regard to the transformation
of our character after the likeness of the character of Christ. The whole structure of the human
character is to be rebuilt: we are to be created anew in Christ Jesus. The Scripture says, "The
Lord created a new thing in the earth." What was this? Lost man was to be recovered, sin was to
be pardoned, the sinner saved, transformed in character, to become a co-worker with God. . . . All
heaven was to be laid open, to supply fallen man with every spiritual blessing that he might
perfect a character after the divine similitude.--Letter 77, 1895.
Important work in the home
The Lord has recently impressed upon me again the need of reminding Seventh-day Adventist
parents of the important work to be done in the home. To all parents who profess to believe in the
soon return of Christ, there is given a solemn work of preparation, than they and their children
may be ready to meet the Lord at His coming. God desires to see parents take their position
wholeheartedly for Him, that there may be no perverting of the work He has given them to do, and
that our children and youth may understand clearly the will of God concerning them. They are to
learn to resist evil and choose righteousness, to turn from sin and become the faithful servants of
God, prepared to give Him their life's highest service.

Influence of godly example
There are few parents who realize how important it is to give to their children the influence of a
godly example. Yet this is far more potent than precept. No other means is so effective in training
them in right lines. The children and youth must have a true copy in right-doing if they succeed in
overcoming sin and perfecting a Christian character. This copy they should find in the lives of
their parents. If they enter the city of God and rejoice in the overcomer's reward, someone must
show them the way. By living before their children godly, consistent lives, parents may make the
work before them clear and plain.
It is God's desire that parents should be to their children the embodiment of the principles laid
down in His Word. Let them make it their aim to train their children for God. To keep the feet of
their children in the narrow path will call for faithful effort and constant prayer, but it is possible to
train the children and youth to love and serve God. It is possible to inculcate the principles of
righteousness, line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little, until the
desires and inclinations of the heart are in harmony with the mind and will of God. When fathers
and mothers realize the responsibility resting upon them, and respond to the appeals of God's
Spirit in behalf of this neglected work, there will be seen in the homes of the people
transformations that will cause the angels to rejoice.
Parents to study 2 Peter 1
Let parents study the first chapter of the second epistle of Peter. Here is represented the
exalted excellence of Bible truth. It teaches that the Christian's experience is to be one of steady
growth, of constant gain in graces and virtues that will give strength to the character and fit the
soul for eternal life. . . .
It is the privilege of parents and children to grow together in the grace of Christ. Those who
comply with the conditions laid down in the Word will find full provision for their spiritual needs,
and for power to overcome. Feeling the need of that grace which Heaven alone can furnish, and
which Christ imparts to all who seek, they will become partakers of the heavenly gift.
Those who have accepted Bible truth are to keep the truth circumspectly. They are to follow
on to know the Lord, gathering into their souls the light of heaven. But they must not stop there.
They are to communicate the light and knowledge received. The Lord expects parents to make
earnest, united efforts in the training of their children for Him. In the home they are to cultivate the
graces of the Spirit, in all their ways acknowledging Him who through the sanctification of the
Spirit has promised to make us perfect in every good work. When parents awaken to a true
understanding of their neglected duties, they will marvel at the spiritual blindness that has
characterized their past experience. And when they become learners of Christ, they will be taught
how to do their work acceptably. . . .
Need to understand daily temptations of youth
Parents need to understand the temptations that the youth must daily meet, that they may
teach them how to overcome them. There are influences in the school and in the world that
parents need to guard against. God wants us to turn our eyes from the vanities and pleasures
and ambitions of the world, and set them on the glorious and immortal reward of those who run
with patience the race set before them in the gospel. He wants us to educate our children to avoid
the influences that would draw them away from Christ. The Lord is soon coming, and we must
prepare for this solemn event. My brethren and sisters, let your daily life in the home reveal the
living principles of the Word of God. Heavenly agencies will cooperate with you as you seek to
reach the standard of perfection, and as you seek to teach your children how to conform their
lives to the principles of righteousness. Christ and heavenly agencies are waiting to quicken your
spiritual sensibilities, to renew your activities, and to teach you of the deep things of God.
The parents' role
Parents should be united in their faith, that they may be united in their efforts to bring their
children up in the belief of the truth. Upon the mother in a special sense rests the work of molding
the minds of the young children. But the father should feel more deeply than he usually does his
responsibilities in the home. Upon him, as well as upon the mother, rests the duty of laboring for
the spiritual welfare of his children. Business matters often keep the father much from home, and
prevent him from taking an equal share in the training of the children; but whenever he can, he
should unite with the mother in this work. Let parents work unitedly, instilling into their children's
hearts the principles of righteousness.

The vows of David recorded in Psalm 101 should be the vows of all upon whom rest the
responsibilities of guarding the influences of the home. David declared: "I will behave myself
wisely in a perfect way. . . . I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked
thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. A
froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.
"Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath a high look and a
proud heart will not I suffer. Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell
with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. He that worketh deceit shall not
dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight."
Home missionary work the most important
Home missionary work is a most important work. It should be our first work to give that light to
those related to us by the ties of kinship and blood. There should be no neglect on our part to do
our utmost to bring them to an understanding of the knowledge we have received. "If any provide
not for his own," the apostle Paul declared, "and specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."
Shall the people who have a solemn message to bear for the enlightenment and salvation of
the world make little or no effort for the members of their own family who are unconverted to the
truth? Will parents allow their minds to be engrossed with trifling matters, to the neglect of the allimportant question, "Is my family prepared to meet the Lord?" Will they assent to the great truths
that are present truth for these last days, and be interested to see this message going to other
peoples and lands, while they allow their children, their most precious possession, to go on
unwarned of their danger and unprepared for the future? Shall those who, from the Word of God
and through the witness of His Spirit, have had clear light concerning their duty allow the years to
pass without making definite efforts to save their children?
Christ is waiting for the cooperation of human agencies, that He may impress the hearts of our
children and youth. With intense desire heavenly beings long to see parents making the
preparation which is essential if they and their children stand loyal to God in the coming conflict,
and enter in through the gates to the city of God. Let parents arouse from their indifference, and
redeem the time. Let them seek to correct the mistakes they have made in the past in the
management of their children. Let those who have neglected their God-given work repent of their
neglect, and in the fear of God take up their responsibilities. As they seek to magnify the law of
God in the daily life, they will make that law honorable in the eyes of their children. (Review and
Herald, October 12, 1911.)

"Steadfast Unto the End"
Preview
ELLEN WHITE CLOSES HER DISCUSSION ON THE SIXTY-FIRST BOOK OF THE BIBLE
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ITS AUTHOR, THE APOSTLE PETER. THE KEY TO HIS
TEACHING SUCCESS, SHE SAYS, WAS THAT "PETER KEPT ALIVE IN HIS HEART THE
HOPE OF CHRIST'S RETURN, AND HE ASSURED THE CHURCH OF THE CERTAIN
FULFILLMENT OF THE SAVIOUR'S PROMISE." NOT THAT OUR CONVERSATION ABOUT
THE SECOND COMING SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO FRIGHTEN CHILDREN INTO
OBEDIENCE; BUT THAT CHRIST'S EVENTUAL RETURN ADDS PURPOSE TO THE
CONCEPT OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.
ADVENTISTS BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE THERE WAS A FIRST ADVENT, THERE WILL BE
A SECOND ADVENT. WHEN JESUS COMES A SECOND TIME HE WILL EXPECT TO FIND
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE HEEDED HIS INVITATION "BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT, EVEN
AS YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN IS PERFECT" (MATT. 5:48). NOW, IN THIS LAST
SELECTION ELLEN WHITE ADDS FASCINATING DETAIL TO THE CONCEPT OF CHRISTIAN
PERFECTION. SHE NOTES, FOR EXAMPLE, "NONE NEED FAIL OF ATTAINING, IN HIS
SPHERE, TO PERFECTION OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. . . .
"MAN'S OBEDIENCE CAN BE MADE PERFECT ONLY BY THE INCREASE OF CHRIST'S
RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH FILLS WITH DIVINE FRAGRANCE EVERY ACT OF OBEDIENCE. .
..
"THE WORK OF TRANSFORMATION FROM UNHOLINESS TO HOLINESS IS A
CONTINUOUS ONE."
ELLEN WHITE SHOWS PETER'S OPTIMISM FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF A PERSON TO
GROW AFTER THE PATTERN OF CHRIST. THOUGH THE BELIEVER CANNOT NOW
TOTALLY UNDERSTAND THE MIRACLE OF SANCTIFICATION, HE REJOICES IN GOD'S
DESIRE TO RESTORE HIS IMAGE IN MEN AND WOMEN. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE MAKE
YOUNG PEOPLE AWARE OF THE SATISFACTION AND PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF
PURSUING A LIFE STYLE AFTER THE PATTERN OF JESUS.
FINALLY, ADVENTISTS BELIEVE THAT THERE IS AN INTIMATE CONNECTION
BETWEEN THE PROCESS OF GROWTH IN THIS LIFE AND THAT OF ACHIEVING
CHRISTIAN MATURITY THROUGHOUT ETERNITY. THIS WAS PETER'S CONVICTION: HIS
LIFE STORY IS A CLEAR ILLUSTRATION OF IT. SO ELLEN WHITE COULD SAY, "LET
PARENTS STUDY THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER. HERE IS
REPRESENTED THE EXALTED EXCELLENCE OF BIBLE TRUTH."
Sermon
In the second letter addressed by Peter to those who had obtained "like precious faith" with
himself, the apostle sets forth the divine plan for the development of Christian character. He
writes:
"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are
given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
"And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ."
Ladder of Christian progress
These words are full of instruction, and strike the keynote of victory. The apostle presents
before the believers the ladder of Christian progress, every step of which represents
advancement in the knowledge of God, and in the climbing of which there is to be no standstill.
Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity are the
rounds of the ladder. We are saved by climbing round after round, mounting step after step, to the
height of Christ's ideal for us. Thus He is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.

Virtue
God has called His people to glory and virtue, and these will be manifest in the lives of all who
are truly connected with Him. Having become partakers of the heavenly gift, they are to go on
unto perfection, being "kept by the power of God through faith." 1 Peter 1:5. It is the glory of God
to give His virtue to His children. He desires to see men and women reaching the highest
standard; and when by faith they lay hold of the power of Christ, when they plead His unfailing
promises, and claim them as their own, when with an importunity that will not be denied they seek
for the power of the Holy Spirit, they will be made complete in Him.
Knowledge a safeguard against temptation
Having received the faith of the gospel, the next work of the believer is to add to his character
virtue, and thus cleanse the heart and prepare the mind for the reception of the knowledge of
God. This knowledge is the foundation of all true education and of all true service. It is the only
real safeguard against temptation; and it is this alone that can make one like God in character.
Through the knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ, are given to the believer "all things
that pertain unto life and godliness." No good gift is withheld from him who sincerely desires to
obtain the righteousness of God.
"This is life eternal," Christ said, "that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent." John 17:3. And the prophet Jeremiah declared: "Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in
his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am
the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things I delight, saith the Lord." Jeremiah 9:23, 24. Scarcely can the human mind comprehend
the breadth and depth and height of the spiritual attainments of him who gains this knowledge.
None need fail to reach perfection
None need fail of attaining, in his sphere, to perfection of Christian character. By the sacrifice
of Christ, provision has been made for the believer to receive all things that pertain to life and
godliness. God calls upon us to reach the standard of perfection and places before us the
example of Christ's character. In His humanity, perfected by a life of constant resistance of evil,
the Saviour showed that through cooperation with Divinity, human beings may in this life attain to
perfection of character. This is God's assurance to us that we, too, may obtain complete victory.
Before the believer is held out the wonderful possibility of being like Christ, obedient to all the
principles of the law. But of himself man is utterly unable to reach this condition. The holiness that
God's word declares he must have before he can be saved is the result of the working of divine
grace as he bows in submission to the discipline and restraining influences of the Spirit of truth.
Man's obedience can be made perfect only by the incense of Christ's righteousness, which fills
with divine fragrance every act of obedience. The part of the Christian is to persevere in
overcoming every fault. Constantly he is to pray to the Saviour to heal the disorders of his sin-sick
soul. He has not the wisdom or the strength to overcome; these belong to the Lord, and He
bestows them on those who in humiliation and contrition seek Him for help.
The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by day God
labors for man's sanctification, and man is to cooperate with Him, putting forth persevering efforts
in the cultivation of right habits. He is to add grace to grace; and as he thus works on the plan of
addition, God works for him on the plan of multiplication. Our Saviour is always ready to hear and
answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and grace and peace are multiplied to His faithful ones.
Gladly He grants them the blessings they need in their struggle against the evils that beset them.
There are those who attempt to ascend the ladder of Christian progress; but as they advance
they begin to put their trust in the power of man, and soon lose sight of Jesus, the Author and
Finisher of their faith. The result is failure--the loss of all that has been gained. Sad indeed is the
condition of those who, becoming weary of the way, allow the enemy of souls to rob them of the
Christian graces that have been developing in their hearts and lives. "He that lacketh these
things," declares the apostle, "is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was
purged from his old sins."
No possibility of failure for the one who follows this plan
The apostle Peter had had a long experience in the things of God. His faith in God's power to
save had strengthened with the years, until he had proved beyond question that there is no

possibility of failure before the one who, advancing by faith, ascends round by round, ever
upward and onward, to the topmost round of the ladder that reaches even to the portals of
heaven.
Privileges of being believers
For many years Peter had been urging upon the believers the necessity of a constant growth
in grace and in a knowledge of the truth; and now, knowing that soon he would be called to suffer
martyrdom for his faith, he once more drew attention to the precious privileges within the reach of
every believer. In the full assurance of his faith the aged disciple exhorted his brethren to
steadfastness of purpose in the Christian life. "Give diligence," he pleaded, "to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ." Precious assurance! Glorious is the hope before the believer as he advances by faith
toward the heights of Christian perfection!
"I will not be negligent," the apostle continued, "to put you always in remembrance of these
things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long
as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I
must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will
endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance."
The apostle was well qualified to speak of the purposes of God concerning the human race;
for during the earthly ministry of Christ he had seen and heard much that pertained to the
kingdom of God. "We have not followed cunningly devised fables," he reminded the believers,
"when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy
mount."
Prophecy a safe guide in times of peril
Yet convincing as was this evidence of the certainty of the believers' hope, there was another
still more convincing in the witness of prophecy, through which the faith of all might be confirmed
and securely anchored. "We have also," Peter declared, "a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is
of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
While exalting the "sure word of prophecy" as a safe guide in times of peril, the apostle
solemnly warned the church against the torch of false prophecy, which would be uplifted by "false
teachers," who would privily bring in "damnable heresies, even denying the Lord." These false
teachers, arising in the church and accounted true by many of their brethren in the faith, the
apostle compared to "wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the
mist of darkness is reserved for ever." "The latter end is worse with them," he declared, "than the
beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after
they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them."
World conditions prior to Christ's second coming
Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was inspired to outline conditions
that would exist in the world just prior to the second coming of Christ. "There shall come in the
last days scoffers," he wrote, "walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of
his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation." But "when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them." I Thessalonians 5:3. Not all, however, would be ensnared by the enemy's devices.
As the end of all things earthly should approach, there would be faithful ones able to discern the
signs of the times. While a large number of professing believers would deny their faith by their
works, there would be a remnant who would endure to the end.
Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Christ's return, and he assured the church of the
certain fulfillment of the Saviour's promise, "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself." John 14:3. To the tried and faithful ones the coming might seem
long delayed, but the apostle assured them: "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as

some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. was too great an honor.
Peter had sincerely repented of that sin and had been forgiven by Christ, as is shown by the high
commission given him to feed the sheep and lambs of the flock. But he could never forgive
himself. Not even the thought of the agonies of the last terrible scene could lessen the bitterness
of his sorrow and repentance. As a last favor he entreated his executioners that he might be
nailed to the cross with his head downward. The request was granted, and in this manner died
the great apostle Peter. (The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 52.)

